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According to a 

recent Galaxy 

poll, one in three 

Australians 

believes the 

world is warming 

and carbon 

dioxide emissions 

are to 

blame.  One in 

four thinks the 

temperature 

changes are part 

of the natural cycle, whilst 38% aren’t sure what to believe.  

Climate change policies such as our proposed carbon tax or an ETS (emissions 

trading scheme) are not actually aimed at reducing carbon pollution – that black 

gritty stuff that sticks to miners and makes you choke whenever you visit 

Honkers or the Chinese mainland – but are aimed at reducing carbon dioxide in 

the atmosphere. 

So what do we really know about CO2 or carbon dioxide?  The answer appears 

to be very little…and ignorance isn’t bliss in this case.  A recent questionnaire 

undertaken by climate change researcher and astronomer Gregg Thompson, 

found the following results.  The correct answers to the questions are his and are 

backed up by numerous independent sources. 

Q1.      What % of the atmosphere do you think is CO2?  Nearly all the answers 

given in Gregg’s survey were between 20% and 40%, the highest was 75% and 

the lowest 2%.  The correct answer is a mere four 100ths of 1%.  As a decimal it 

is 0.038%.  As a fraction it is 1/27th of 1%. 

Q2.      Have you ever seen this % given in the media?  All said no.  The correct 

answer of course is also no. 

Q3.      What % of CO2 do humans produce?  Most said between 25% and 75%, 

with someone saying 100%.  Remember, the respondents are apparently well 

educated, hold degrees and work in a professional capacity.  The correct answer 

is just 3%.  As a decimal, it is a miniscule 0.001% of the air.  All of mankind 

produces only one molecule of CO2 in around every 90,000 air molecules. 



Q4.      What share does Australia produce?  The answers ranged from 5% to 

20%!  The correct answer is 1% of the 0.001% of man-made CO2 or an 

insignificant 0.00001% of the air.  That’s one, one-hundredth thousandth of the 

air.  This is what all the fuss is about! 

Q5.      Is CO2 a pollutant?  All surveyed thought it was, but CO2 is a harmless 

trace gas.  It is necessary for life – as are oxygen and nitrogen.  It is not a 

pollutant.  CO2 is what bubbles out of soft drinks, beer and champagne.   Dry ice 

is CO2; it is used in eskys, medical treatments and science experiments.  It is 

emitted from all plants.  This emission is 33 times more than man produces; 

most of it is dissolved naturally in the oceans. 

Q6.      Have you seen clear evidence that CO2 causes a greenhouse effect?  No 

clear evidence was cited, but the melting of the Arctic and glaciers (and polar 

bears swimming) was possible proof.  Well, there is no proof at all according to 

Gregg’s work.  Without this becoming an issue of the New Scientist, in short, 

CO2, even at much higher proportions in the atmosphere cannot create higher 

temperatures.  

Climate has always been naturally cyclic and variable, due to numerous natural 

drivers, of which CO2 is not one.  Over millions of years the climate has shown 

far greater changes in the geological record than we have seen over the last 200 

years – and there was no industrialization back then.  Today’s changes in 

climate are common and completely natural.  

The big orb in the sky – the sun – is by far the major driver of all the weather on 

Earth.  Over the last few years, Earth has had much colder winters due to very 

few magnetic storms on the sun.  These colder winters are more noticeable in 

the northern hemisphere, as this is where most 

of the land is.  Because of this, the Arctic has re-

frozen and glaciers are now receding.  The Arctic 

showed some melting from the mid-1990s to 

mid-2000s dues to very high levels of solar 

activity during that time.  But the sun is now 

entering a period of low solar activity, which is 

expected to cause global cooling.  This could last 

several decades, maybe more.  

It is somewhat ironic that at the same time that 

we try and combat global warming, the planet 

will be cooling and it will have nothing, absolutely nothing to do with what we 

do. 

So, taxing carbon achieves nothing for the environment – zilch, zero and a big 

naught.  By 2020 – remember that is under ten years away – China will be 

emitting something like 25 times the entire emissions of Australia today, 

rendering utterly ineffective the 5% cut we will purport to achieve at a hugh and 



permanent cost.  In fact even if the whole world got on board, and collectively 

we reduced human CO2 contribution by a third, it would have no impact on the 

weather or climate. 

Fix carbon pollution (and other toxic waste) please, but fighting CO2 via a 

carbon tax or anything similar is a waste of time and our money.  This nonsense 

must be stopped now.  The next federal election is more than two years away 

and the independents have no incentive to force an early one.  In 2013 the 

carbon tax will be a fait accompli.  

Complacency, now, will cost us all and dearly.  Don’t say you weren’t warned, 

because you were.  
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